William Nathaniel Cannon
October 15, 1927 - May 10, 2018

Obituary for William N. Cannon

William (Bill) Nathaniel Cannon, 90, former resident of Greenwood, Indiana
passed away May 10, 2018 in Leesburg, Florida. He was born on October 15,
1927 to Anne Mae and Henry Leon Cannon in Atlanta, Georgia.

He proudly served our country in the United States Army from 1944-1946. Bill
celebrated his service during a recent Honor Flight to Washington, DC on
October 18, 2017-calling the trip one of the best days of his life.

Bill valued and believed in higher education. He graduated from the University
of North Georgia (UNG) with a Bachelor's degree in Chemistry in 1948. He
earned his Master's degree in Chemistry from the University of Georgia in
1950. Bill was a donor and supporter of UNG, earning the Distinguished
Alumni Award in 2012. Bill worked with the UNG Chemistry Department as a
champion to see the department attain its accreditation from the American
Chemical Society (ACS) in 2010. Due to his continued support and guidance,
the Chemistry Department named a lab in Rogers Hall as the "William N.
Cannon Organic Chemistry Laboratory and Stockroom." In support of the
UNG Chemistry Department, its ACS accreditation and with the goal of
helping educate more young scientists, Bill helped establish the William N.
Cannon Chemistry Fund in 2006. Through that fund one student per year is
awarded the scholarship to assist with their education-totaling 12 students so
far that have benefited from this fund.

In 1952, Bill moved to Indianapolis, Indiana to begin his career as a chemist



for Eli Lilly and Company where he served as a research scientist for 34
years. His life's work as a chemist resulted in the discovery of many chemical
compounds that led to numerous United States patents. Bill was also a
member of ACS for more than 50 years, where he continuously strived to
further the chemistry profession.

Bill lived in Greenwood, Indiana for many years with his former wife, Evelyn
Cannon and they raised four beautiful children: Rick, Nancy, Bill and Beth. He
was a lifelong member of the United Methodist Church where he served as
Scoutmaster of Troop 263 for many years at Greenwood United Methodist
Church. Bill was proud that both of his sons attained the highest rank of Eagle
Scout. Due to his more than 25 years of leadership to Troop 263 in
Greenwood, the Boy Scouts of America awarded Bill the highly-regarded
Silver Beaver Award for community service to scouting.

Bill was a current and active member of Morrison United Methodist Church in
Leesburg, Florida.

Survivors include his wife, Ruth Cannon in Leesburg; Bill's children: Nancy
(Glenn) Clawson and Beth (Jeff) Hicks of Greenwood, and Bill Cannon of Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. He was a grandfather to Jeffrey (Laura) Clawson, Jamie
(Kevin) Kidwell, Joey (Megan) Clawson, Jon Clawson, Amy Hicks and Sam
Hicks. Bill was a great-grandfather to Jolie and Frankie Clawson.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents and his oldest son, Rick Cannon,
formerly of Atlanta, Georgia.

Calling will be Wednesday, May 16 from 3-5 p.m. at Beyers Funeral Home,
1123 West Main Street in Leesburg. Burial is scheduled for Thursday, May 17
at 1 p.m. at Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to support future chemistry students
through the William N. Cannon Chemistry Fund. Please make your donation
payable to the William N. Cannon Chemistry Fund and mail to: UNG
Foundation, P.O. Box 1599, Dahlonega, Georgia 30533; phone: 706-867-
2873.






Tribute Wall

I worked with Bill (Boom Boom) Cannon for several years and had a
relationship with a supervisor that | never experienced in my 40 year
career. He was compassionate, humorous and down to earth
human being. | had not seen him in many years but always would
think of the days in the lab with him. He will be missed and | will
never forget him. Rest In Peace Boom Boom.

Jim Tustin - June 28, 2018 at 03:59 PM

Bill:

I don't know if you remember me or not but we worked together at
Goodman Jewelers all those years ago. While reading of your
father's death | wanted to reach out and offer my sincere sympathy.
His accomplishments in the chemistry field are impressive. My
nephew is a PhD organic chemist and he would have loved knowing
and talking to your father. Adam has traveled to many American
Chemistry meetings and | will ask him if he knew or knew of your
father. You and your family are in my thoughts.

Cindy Williams - May 16, 2018 at 09:51 AM

We mourn the loss of Bill Cannon and send I
our sympathies to his wife, Ruth and his

family. He had a great spirit of generosity and
caring that made a real difference. Bill was “
always an enthusiastic and ardent supporter

of the chemistry program at the University of North Georgia. We
appreciate the legacy he left for our faculty and students.

Chemistry Department, University of North Georgia - May 14, 2018 at 03:19 PM



I am so sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He was a wonderful individual
that cared deeply for his family, his North Georgia alma mater and
his country. | was privileged to get to know Bill while | was a faculty
member at North Georgia and enjoyed keeping in contact with him
over the years...always reminiscing about the successful American
Chemical Society accreditation of the Department of Chemistry in
2010. After | authored and compiled the self-study manuscript
(weighing 8-pounds!) that was submitted for the accreditation
process, Bill proudly took a picture of us and "our 8-pound baby" on
one of his visits and sent it to me. His legacy will endure through his
wonderful family and his generous support of North Georgia.

Michael McGinnis - May 14, 2018 at 01:54 PM



