
Thomas Swain
August 1, 1939 - July 22, 2020

Thomas "Tom" Melwyn Swain, 80, of Bushnell, FL, departed this life
Wednesday, July 22, 2020, in Ocala, FL. Tom was born August 1, 1939 in
Wahoo, Florida to Earl and Margaret "Helen" (Sharpe) Swain. He was an
outstanding athlete at Bushnell High School and graduated class of 1957. His
athletic ability afforded him consecutive football scholarships to Middle
Georgia College then Morehead State University, KY which paved the way for
him to be the first in his family to obtain a bachelor's degree in 1962. He then
continued at Xavier University, OH where he obtained a master's degree in
1970. After graduation, Tom became a Physical Education teacher and
successful Head Football Coach at Portsmouth West HS, OH. In 1972 he
moved back home with his family and took the Head Coaching job at Citrus
High in Inverness, FL where he led the Hurricanes to 5 straight district
championships and 2 state title games. He was also voted Citrus County "Man
of the Year" in 1974. 

Tom's life of public service extended well beyond the four walls of the
classroom and the football field. In 1976 he was elected to the office of
Sumter County Tax Collector and continued to serve in that office for 36 years
before retiring. While Tax Collector, he served a term as the President for the
Florida Tax Collector's Association. He was also an active member of the First
Baptist Church of Bushnell, Wildwood Rotary Club (where he served a term
as President), and many other service organizations. Tom was an avid sports



fan, hunter, fisherman, and enjoyed spending time with his family. Though he
was known by many as "coach", he was known by all as "friend". 

 

He is survived by his wife of 23 years, Rita McNeal Swain; sons: Thomas
Christopher "Chris" Swain of Bushnell, FL; CDR Luke Jones Swain (Loree)
and their children, Sawyer and Lily of Hanford, CA; step-sons: Ray McNeal
(Rhonda) and their children Katlyn and Breanna of Ocala, FL; Chris McNeal
(Theresa) and their children Collin and Connor of Tampa, FL; brother: Dale
Swain (Kay) of Bushnell, FL; sisters: Patsy Hall (Bobby) of San Antonio, FL
and Peggy Wood (Mike) of Wildwood, FL; along with many nieces, nephews,
cousins, great nieces, and great nephews. Tom was preceded in death by his
parents Earl and Helen Swain. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Tom's memory to Hospice of
Marion County, 3231 SW 34th Ave., Ocala, FL 34474 or to Parkinson's
Foundation, 200 SE First St., Suite 800, Miami, FL 33131. 

 

Due to health and safety concerns for family, friends, and the community
during this time of pandemic, no public services will be held. There will be a
private family service held at a later time.
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May 13, 2022 at 09:04 PM

Beyers Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Thomas Swain

Julian and Mary Harrison - July 31, 2020 at 09:58 AM

We knew Tom for almost all of the time we have lived in Bushnell.
We especially remember and appreciate the many (thousands?) of
hours he and Dale spent coaching when our sons Tristan and
Charlie played Dixie League baseball. We are very saddened to
have lost a good friend. Our condolences to his wonderful family.
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Theresa McNeal - July 29, 2020 at 02:23 PM

It is so hard to put in words just how special Grandpa Tom was to
us. He was one of the best examples of a person that loved his
neighbor. He was one of the kindest, wittiest people I've ever
known, and at the same time he was a fighter. He fought on the
football field, he fought to beat cancer, and fought against
Parkinson's . 
 
He out lived all of the doctors expectations. Grandpa Tom even
went on two CWE mission trips after fighting cancer to Third World
countries. 
 
Please enjoy the video slide show at the bottom of his obituary if
you'd like. 
 
Grandpa Tom, until we meet again in heaven. We love you and will
miss you.

Sheila Michele - July 29, 2020 at 10:17 AM

I am so sorry to hear of Tom's passing. My sister, Anne Witt Davis,
was in his graduating class. I didn't know Tom well, but his video
was very touching. Prayers for all of your families.

James Guy Simmons - July 26, 2020 at 10:50 AM

My life and many others that had the pleasure of knowing Tom can
attest to his great personality and willingness to listen. One of the
very special one's to depart us. Condolences to the family and
prayers for all.
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Belinda Chavez - July 25, 2020 at 10:08 PM

Mr. Swain will be missed. My mother (Nadine Pierce) worked for
him for many years. I always remember him smiling and being
friendly with everyone. Prayers for all of his family.


