
Robin Rivers Neeld
November 30, 1953 - January 20, 2021

Robin Rivers Neeld went to be with our Lord, Jesus Christ in her heavenly
home on January 20th when she unexpectedly died of complications from
covid. She was one of the most selfless persons you would ever meet. She
gave herself freely and without expectation of returns. And she never missed
an opportunity to share her faith and talk about Jesus. She was proud to be
called mother and wife, and fulfilled her role with grace and joy. Jennings
Neeld, her husband, best friend, lover, and life-long fishing partner of forty-five
years, was by her side, as he has always been. 

Robin Dale Rivers was born in Ellenton, FL on November 30, 1953, the
daughter of Methodist Minister Ralph William Rivers and his wife Martha
Hogan Rivers. Over the course of her father's ministry, Robin lived in
numerous towns throughout FL. She graduated from King High School,
Tampa, FL (1971). She attended Florida Southern College graduating with a
BA Degree in Sociology (1975). She attended the University of Georgia,
graduating with a Master's Degree in Guidance Counseling (1987). She
attended Nova Southeastern University where she graduated with an
Education Specialist Degree in Educational Leadership (2011). 

During Robin's high school years, she was a camp counselor each summer at
the United Methodist Youth Camp, Picciola Island on Lake Harris. When she
went to college, she moved from being a camp counselor to working in the



kitchen. It was there, during a weekend men's retreat, she met her future
husband. From that moment on, Robin and Jennings were devoted to each
other. 

The following year, they were engaged, and later married on December 20th,
1975 at Christ United Methodist Church in Tampa, FL. Both fathers, Rev.
Ralph W. Rivers and Rev. Jennings A. Neeld, Jr. presided over the wedding
ceremony with each giving their son and daughter their vows: "To have and to
hold from that day forward; for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love, honor and cherish, till death do us part. As God as my
witness, I pledge my love and faithfulness to you in accordance with God's
holy ordinance." 

After being married, they lived in Miami, FL. Robin worked as a counselor in
Riverside Halfway House and then for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.
After moving to N. Lauderdale, FL Robin worked as the Children's Ministry
Coordinator, First United Methodist Church Pompano Beach, FL. In 1980 they
relocated to Georgia and lived in Augusta, Macon and the Atlanta area where
Robin began her career in education as an Elementary School Guidance
Counselor. 

Eventually in 1993 they were transferred back to central FL. It was at this time
that Robin began her career with Lake County Schools until her retirement in
October 2020. Her jobs included Tobacco and Drug Specialist, Alternative
School Coordinator, Safe Schools Coordinator, Assistant Principal Eustis High
School, Assistant Principal Groveland Elementary, Principal Treadway
Elementary, ESE Coordinator, School Analyst, and Medicaid Manager. She
loved each one of her jobs in education and she was truly happy doing them. 

For forty-five years Robin and Jennings were inseparable fishing partners.
They fished for bass in most FL lakes, bonefish in Bimini, salmon in Alaska,



tarpon in S FL, but their first love was fishing the flats along the FL Gulf Coast.
For many years they owned a condo in Suwannee, FL where they loved to
chase redfish and snook. Robin always commented that Jennings was the
best guide, in life and in fishing, she could ever ask for. Jennings would
quickly respond, "Robin always caught quality fish, because she always
caught the biggest." 

Robin just recently commented to her husband, the most precious title she
ever held in life was, "Mom." When she became Mrs. Neeld, that was a title
she cherished. However, when she had her first child, Heather, she became a
Mom. From that moment on, "Mom" was her most important title. She was a
Mom first and she told Jennings he became number two. After the birth of
Kristin and Chance, she explained to Jennings, he soon moved to number
three and then to number four. Even though Jennings was the love of her life,
it was her children whom she dearly loved and was most proud of for all their
accomplishments. With grandchildren, she soon became known as Nannie,
another title which she adored. 

Robin served faithfully at First Baptist Church Umatilla. Church has always
been an integral part of their lives together. It is their faith in Jesus Christ,
which was the foundation of their relationship from day one. Their faith and
love of Jesus was the rock, which made their marriage and life together so
strong, rewarding, and fulfilling. They have been on the mountain tops and in
the darkest valleys, but in their walk with Jesus, they have always had
everything to gain and nothing to lose. Sticking close to Jesus' side and
trusting in Him, was the strength which got them through this final earthly part
of her life's journey. And yes, they will be together again in heaven! 

 

Robin was preceded in death by her grandson, Nathan Emerson Neeld. 



She is survived by her husband of forty-five years, Jennings A. Neeld, III, her
daughter Heather Neeld, her daughter and son-in-law, Kristin O'Donnell and
Stephen, her son and daughter-in-law, Chance Neeld and Katie, and her step-
daughter and son-in-law Jolyn Matheson and Robby; nine grandchildren:
Lawton Wiesenecker, Brooke Wiesenecker, CJ Wiesenecker, Claire
O'Donnell, Cashel O'Donnell, Olivia Neeld, Isaiah Matheson, Bucky
Matheson, and coming this February, Colson Neeld; two nephews, and five
nieces. 

Robin's Celebration of Life Services will be Saturday, February 6th, 11:00am
at First Baptist Church Umatilla. The family request black not be worn, but
vibrant colors, Hawaiian prints and flowers be the colors of the day, because
this is truly a celebration. In light of Coronavirus, the family is asking everyone
to please wear a mask. The service will be live streamed at https://www.fbcu.c
hurch/watch-live/ 

 

In lieu of flowers, financial donations may be made to First Baptist Church of
Umatilla's Building Fund. Interment will be for the family only at the Florida
National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL. 

 

Arrangements entrusted to Beyers Funeral Home of Umatilla, Florida.
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Ken Hurst - February 06, 2021 at 01:47 PM

Words can never express how we feel or how much you will be
missed. When tommorow starts without you, we will try to remember
that an Angel called your name and took your hand to lead you to
the home that was prepared for you. And when you walked through
Heaven's Gates it felt like home. I know that God looked down and
said Welcome Home. I hope when tommorow comes I remember
one thing that you're not far away, because your still in our hearts.
Rest in peace my friend.

Connie Wagner - February 06, 2021 at 12:23 PM

It meant so much to me to be able to stream Robin's uplifting
memorial service and to share in celebrating her wonderful life.
Please know how much your family is in my thoughts and prayers!

Dongmi Donnini - February 05, 2021 at 07:10 PM

My thoughts and prayers go to the Neeld family. Mrs. Neeld hired
me for my first teaching job at Treadway Elementary. She was a
kind, loving and faithful person all the years I knew her. I will miss
her greatly.

Tom McCloskey - February 04, 2021 at 06:49 AM

I remember Robin from camp and at occasional crossings of our
paths since then. She was a valued colleague and I am a better
person because I know her. SHALOM, Tom Mc
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Rose Velez - February 03, 2021 at 09:03 PM

My deepest condolences to the Neeld family. I pray that God gives
you all comfort and strength during this time. RIP Robin!

Carol Olson - January 30, 2021 at 11:16 AM

Neeld family I send my love and prayers. Knowing Robin was a
privilege and a wonderful joy. The years I worked with her and
Jennings were some of the best.

Iris Rivers - January 28, 2021 at 11:24 PM

Robin was such a gentle soul & was always there to help me or my
family. Charlie referred to her often as his "little sister" and loved her
dearly. I think of her often, remembering her voice and the wise
words she would convey. All my children loved their Aunt Robin. We
will sorely miss her. Love you Robin.

Marta C. Ramirez - January 28, 2021 at 10:50 AM

Robin worked at EHS Curtright Campus as an Assistant Principal
when I was completing my Masters in Educational Leadership. She
was my mentor during my internship. I will forever be grateful for her
guidance and support as I completed my internship and Masters
program. May God grant her family and friends resilience and peace
during these difficult moments. Much Love, Marta.
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Ann Tallman-Stone - January 28, 2021 at 09:13 AM

I am so sorry to learn of Robin's untimely passing. My prayers go
out to the entire Neeld family and their friends. Robin was such a
nice person and helpful to her students and parents at Treadway
Elementary. My husband, Wayne Stone, loved working with her as a
Treadway volunteer and my grandson, Adrian, still says she was his
favorite principal. May God bless and comfort you.

Stacy Williams - January 27, 2021 at 03:10 PM

My thoughts and prayers of peace and understanding are with you
all. Will always remember Mrs. Neeld. Such a kind and considerate
person. This world's loss, but heaven's gain :)

Anne Glass - January 27, 2021 at 10:56 AM

I will always cherish my memories of Robin. We worked together for
years in the Medicaid in schools program. I worked at the FLorida
Department of Education as the Medicaid consultant to school
districts and enjoyed so much my many conversations with Robin
over the years that went well beyond just our work. I know her faith
was strong and pray for peace for her husband and family.

Mary Ellen Barkman - January 27, 2021 at 10:08 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. You brightened everyone's day with your
smile. You left a foot print in the sand by helping students gain
increased medical and mental health. The students are better off
because you were their advocate. You will be missed.
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Sue Efant - January 27, 2021 at 09:54 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Neeld family during this very
difficult time. And we want to thank you Robin, for all you did to help
the students in the Lake County School System; including my child,
Chris. Your kindness and dedication to them all will always be
remembered. 
 
Love, 
James, Sue & Chris Efant


