
Nena Surace Amendolare
September 7, 1941 - February 14, 2024

On February 14, 2024, Nena Surace Amendolare decided to take her final
bow after a sudden decline in health. Her departure comes as a great shock,
and it is deeply felt by family members as well as her close circle of friends.
She was eighty-two years old. 

Nena was born September 7, 1941, in Watertown, New York to Anthony and
Virginia Surace. An only child, she was adored by a larger-than-life collection
of Italian aunts, uncles, and cousins who doted on her like a rock star. 

Through one of those cousins, Nena met Andrew Amendolare, a sailor visiting
his family while on leave. For Andrew, it was love at first sight. For Nena, not
so much. Fortunately for their future children, Scott, Tegan, and Erin, Andrew
won Nena’s heart, and the two married in 1962. 

Anyone who knew Nena can attest that she had a strong faith in Christ and a
deep devotion to the Church. Over the years she served the church in a
variety of capacities, among them, administrative assistant, Eucharist minister,
religious instructor, and teen music choir director with her husband Andrew.
She served on numerous committees and care ministries. 

Nena’s most cherished accomplishment was in the creation of a sunrise
Easter service on the beach with the Holy Name of Jesus parish in Indialantic,



Florida. A tradition that continues today. She accepted others with an open
heart and open arms. Her passion was infectious. 

Nena had an immense love for her family and expressed herself with an
abundance of creativity. Everything her hand touched seemed to prosper. She
passed down her love of classic movies and murder mysteries to her children
who often joked Sherlock Holmes was her spirit animal. 

Her red velvet cake was the best in the history of mankind. 

A funeral service will be held on Friday, Feb. 23, 2024 at 11:00 AM at the
Beyers Funeral Home Chapel 1123 West Main St. in Leesburg. The family
deeply appreciates your support during this difficult time and requests that in
lieu of flowers, a donation be made in her name to the St. Jude Hospital for
Children.



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 23. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Beyers Funeral Home & Crematory
1123 W Main St
Leesburg, FL 34748
(352) 787-4343

Funeral

FEB 23. 11:00 AM (ET)

Beyers Funeral Home & Crematory - Leesburg
1123 W Main St
Leesburg, FL 34748
(352) 787-4343
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Scott Amendolare - May 07 at 01:25 PM

12 files added to the album NENA

Joe Barbara - February 22, 2024 at 06:59 PM

I treasure good memories of my cousin Nena from her early
childhood in Watertown thru her days in Leesburg. I love her as the
first addition to the tribe of our many cousins. 
To Andy, Erin and Scott and all the many relatives, blood or
otherwise, I wish all - 'when sorrow lies upon your heart - take
comfort in the memories, in treasured times with whom you love,
whose beauty will forever be.' 
Eldest cousin Joe

Alison - February 20, 2024 at 09:25 PM

I’ll always be grateful for her introducing me to Auntie Mame, her
excitement of it was infectious, as was her smile. X 
Thanks for welcoming me as a d.i.l. Alison.
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Sarah Klomp - February 19, 2024 at 05:18 PM

“ Mrs. Amendolare “, was my second Mom, of sorts. I spent many
days and overnights at her home . Erin and I were besties, as we
went to grade school together , then high school separately but still
their house remained a second home to mine. She will be forever in
my heart, as she welcomed this young Michigan’r into her very
loving Italian home. I still consider her family , my family. Erin and I
basically grew up together . I will miss her fun, feisty, elegant
spirit. God bless you Mrs. Amendolare ( as I wasn’t allowed to call
any adults anything other than this in my youth). You are and were a
blessed Mama


