Leon Stanley Szabaga

January 11, 1941 - November 14, 2023

Leon Stanley Szabaga of The Villages, FL passed away peacefully on
November 14, 2023.

Leon was born in Ravenna, OH, to Stanley and Regina Szabaga. He
graduated from Kent State University with a degree in Aerospace Technology,
and he was a founding member of the Alpha Eta Rho fraternity. He served 2.5
years in the Army and was stationed in Germany. Leon had a 30-year career
at The Rock Island Arsenal in IL as a Munitions Expert. His work during
Operation Desert Storm was recognized for distinction by the Army.

Leon met Mary Schwinn in 2012 and they resided in Cedar Rapids, IA until
2018 when they moved to The Villages. Leon was an avid lover of animals
and wildlife, gave generously to military-related charities, and enjoyed the
beauty of The Villages. Leon’s favorite activities included playing the
accordion, celebrating his Polish heritage, enjoying fine dining, and using the
golf cart to take Molly to the dog park with Mary.

Leon is survived by his wife, Mary; his brothers Bruce and Tom (and Marlene)
of Ohio; niece Carrie (and Jordan) and great niece, Cece and great nephew,
Eddie, of lllinois; nephew Matt of VA, step-daughter Traci (and Vinny) and
step-grandchildren Lucas and Evie of NY.

Memorial service will be held at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Belleview, FL.,
on December 9th at 10:00 am followed by refreshments in the church hall.
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Leon was too much older than me to be friends when we were kids.
But as adults we grew into a “cousin” friendship. He supported me
as | went through cancer treatment. Even when he didn’t know what
to say he still called to touch base. | will never forget that kindness.
Oh yes, and we can not forget our mutual love of the accordion.
What fun we had one night in his basement playing away. Leon, you
will be missed.

Your cousin David Dudak. Rest in peace my friend.

David Dudak - December 23, 2023 at 11:53 PM



