James Burruss Adkinson
September 18, 1946 - June 25, 2025

James Burruss Adkinson passed away on June 25, 2025 at Advent Health
Waterman Hospital in Tavares, Florida. He was born September 18, 1946 in
Gainesville, Florida. He is preceded in death by his parents William and Elaine
Rowland Adkinson and his brothers William Dane Adkinson and Clayton R.
Adkinson.

He is survived by his wife Janice Strickland Adkinson, son Ryan James
Adkinson, aunt Ruthann-Hall Williams and extended family.

Jimmy/Jim was raised in Gainesville, Florida, attended area schools, and
graduated from Gainesville High School in 1964. He received his AA degree
from Central Florida Jr College, served in the Army Reserves for six years,
worked as a jeweler at several area jewelry stores, was store manager and
jeweler for Imperial House Catalog Showroom. He was certified by the
Gemological Institute of America (GIA) in diamonds and gemstones. As the
general manager he was actively involved in the development and building of
the new Imperial House Catalog Showroom stores in Gainesville, and
Leesburg Florida. He worked for Service Merchandise as store manager for
several years and Eckerd's Drugs in Leesburg before returning to college at
the University of Florida completing his BA Cum Laude in 1990 in Health and
Human Performance. He refereed for USSSA - Softball, interned at Tavares
High School and taught at Groveland High School for a year ultimately



spending over 20 years at Lakeview Middle School renamed Millennium
Middle School in Sanford, Florida teaching science to Pre-International
Baccalaureate students. His certification required the Gifted Endorsement.
Jim sponsored SECME (Southeastern Consortium for Minorities in
Engineering) mousetrap car teams in regional and state competitions at the
University of South Florida. As part of continuing education Jim spent three
summers doing marine science research in Key Wes, Florida and Ft
Jefferson. Jim, a lifelong University of Florida Gators fan, loved spending time
with his "Wacahoota" friends, playing horseshoes, watching football,
basketball, and baseball. He loved playing golf as well as watching it. He liked
fishing and slow pitch soft ball. He participated with Ryan in Special Olympics
as a Unified partner for bocce ball and golf and supported the bowling team.

Donations may be made in memory of Jim to the Special Olympics "Cool
Train" bocce and bowling teams in c/o Coach Sandy Howard at 8201 SE 180
St, Oxford, FL 34484.

Arrangements entrusted to Beyers Funeral Home of Leesburg, Florida.



Tribute Wall

When | joined the family 34 years ago, one who stood out to me
was Jimmy. He was always calm, peaceful, and just an all-around
interesting person to be around. He didn’t need to be the center of
attention — instead, he quietly made his way around family
gatherings, taking time to connect with everyone in his own
thoughtful way. Jimmy had this steady presence that made you feel
at ease. He was deeply dedicated to his family and showed up for
people in the most genuine ways. | always felt accepted around
him, as did everyone, I'm sure.

| feel truly blessed to have known Jimmy. He was a man of honor, a
wonderful father, and someone whose heart was as real as it gets.
He’ll be greatly missed in our family.

Jerri Morris - July 25, 2025 at 09:52 AM

| have been blessed to have this family in my life for so many years,
along side my group of Special people. They are family to us. Jim
was a great man. Full of life's intelligence. Always here to lend a
hand or advise wherever he was needed. His absence will definitely
be felt. A loss for our family. Sending much love from the Coool
Train.

Sandra Howard - July 25, 2025 at 07:32 AM

Janice and Ryan, so sorry for your loss. The obituary shows that he
did a lot of living in his days, cut too short. What an amazing gift to
Ryan to participate in the special Olympic activities. Much love and
prayers for you two!

Linda Rogers - July 25, 2025 at 07:11 AM



