Ellen J. Skatrud-Mickelson

September 27, 1952 - December 27, 2018

The Reverend Dr. Ellen Jean Skatrud-Mickelson was baptized and "put on
Christ" early in life as an infant. Then December 26th like Apostle John in
Revelations 5, she experienced 'a new heaven and earth' after 66 years of
age; experience and ministry, dying at home with the assistance of
Cornerstone Hospice. Memorial gifts will be given through Hope Lutheran
Church to the ELCA Refugee Resettlement Fund and Wartburg Theological
Seminary. A memorial service is planned at Hope Lutheran, Monday February
18th at 11am and is viewable online live at HopeZ2all.org.

Ellen Skatrud was born in 1952 at Lackland Air Force base hospital. She
graduated from Sanderson High school in Raleigh, NC. Next, she briefly
attended an all-girls school, Meredith College in her hometown before
transferring to Luther College in Decorah, |IA, where she graduated. Ellen next
enrolled in Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, |A where she
graduated. Her second year was her Internship in Greendale, WI, and then
moving to the Denver House of Studies in CO where she met her husband,
Paul Mickelson of 41 years. Rev. Paul Skatrud-Mickelson is her survivor along
with her mother, Irma Skatrud and brother, Mark Skatrud (WA). She is also
survived by her two children; Joel of Salt Lake City, UT and Monica Bergquist
of Clancy, MT. She was blessed with two grandchildren, Inga and Greta
Bergquist (MT).



Ellen and Paul Skatrud-Mickelson married August 6, 1977 in Ames, IA. She
then took a year off seminary education to live with Paul during his Internship
at a three point parish in Baudette, MN on the Canadian border. Ellen was the
first woman preacher that many people encountered in northern Minnesota in
1977-78. Then, Paul and Ellen both entered their senior year at Wartburg
seminary. Their son, Joel was born during finals week of the fall semester,
arriving on Paul's preaching day for the seminary community, on December
22, 1978. After graduating in May of 1979, Paul still needed a Clinical Pastoral
Education so they went back to Denver, CO for the summer where 'little Joel'
fell in love with the mountains. While awaiting a first call, Rev. P and E (as
they were later called) served a three point parish in Bird City, Kansas. Their
first call as co-pastors was to a two point parish in Midland, SD (Trinity and
Deep Creek Lutheran). While still in Midland, daughter Monica was born in
Pierre, SD on May 20, 1981. Their second call as co-pastors was in Hartford,
SD (near Sioux Falls where Joel began school and graduated from West
Central HS. Both Ellen and Paul also worked for more than 10 years at Sioux
Valley Hospital as chaplains. Additionally, Ellen finished her Doctor of Ministry
(D.Min) at Notre Dame Graduate Theological Foundation. Their third and last
call transitioned Rev. P and E to Peace Lutheran Church in Billings, MT. Ellen
became a Hospice chaplain in Yellowstone County in addition to her other
parish duties. Meanwhile, Joel enrolled and graduated from Montana State
University in Bozeman, MT and Monica graduated from Billings West HS and
the University of MT, Missoula.

Co-pastors Ellen and Paul retired after 30 years of service in the American
Lutheran Church (ALC) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). It was their joy to serve together in many and various ways. It should
be added that Pastor Ellen was nominated and elected to serve with 69 others
on the Commission of the New Lutheran Church (CNLC). This group helped
facilitate the ELCA from the three predecessor church bodies of the CNLC,
the Association of Evangelical Lutheran (AELC), the Lutheran Church in



America (LCA), and the American Lutheran Church (ALC).

Immediately after their co-pastoral retirement at Billings, MT they sold their
house and travelled to Lake Gaston, NC where they spent almost a year
helping her father transition to and through Hospice care at home. Ellen and
Paul moved again in 2010, to their "Last Best Place" they could find to retire,
The Villages, FL. where they continued pastoral care through the ministry of
Hope Lutheran Church. Together they enjoyed many sunny days of golfing,
pickleball, swimming, and biking especially on their tandem.

Arrangements entrusted to Beyers Funeral Home and Crematory, Lady Lake,
FL.



Tribute Wall

| was shocked to hear Ellen's name mentioned in church as having
departed. | knew her when she was a lifeguard at the Faculty Club
one summer in Raleigh. | didn't know her well, but she was friendly
to an awkward teenager like me. | am so pleased she went into the
ministry and sad to hear she left us when she was so young. My

blessings and prayers go out to Paul and all the friends and family.

Larry Bliss - March 08, 2019 at 12:32 PM



Pastor Ellen, Pastor Paul, Joel, and Monica moved into a house
down the street from us in Hartford when Ellen and Paul were called
to serve as pastors for the dual congregations of Christ and Zion
Lutheran Churches. In fact that street, Kelley Avenue, became
known as teacher-preacher lane because there were also two other
teachers living on that street. We were active in Christ Lutheran
Church, and | served as President of the Congregation for three
years. | remember saying to Pastor Paul who had come down the
street to talk to me about possibly putting my name on the ballot for
president that I'd consider it if nothing major would be decided
during my tenure. What a naive statement that was! The first year
our two congregations looked into the possibility and eventually
decided to split and Christ Lutheran called Ellen and Paul full-time.
(They continued to serve Zion on a part-time basis.)

Some of my memories include; having Ellen and Paul confirm all
three of our children (Susan, Sara, and Jon); the special church
services for the high school/college graduates each spring; the
pairing of our congregation with the natives of the Upper Cut Meat
Community on the Rosebud Reservation, which included trips out
there to teach Bible School in the summer and later to celebrate
Christmas (One time coming back in a snow storm!); Ellen and |
twirling our batons together in a church talent show (We discovered
that we had both been majorettes and each still had our batons.);
and Pastor Ellen presiding at the marraige of our son, Jon, and his
wife, Anna.

These are just a few of the memories that flooded over me when |
heard of Ellen's death. She will forever be a special person that so
personally touched me and my family. David and i send our love
and condolences to Paul, Joel, and Monica.

Pamela Fischer - January 14, 2019 at 06:26 PM



Paul and family, it has been many years since your time in
Midland,SD. We missed your family when you left. you and Ellen
was a great influence on our lives. may the lord look down on your
family at this time and the future. RIP Ellen

Reuben & Pat Vollmer - January 06, 2019 at 07:00 PM
Our deepest sympathy to Pastor Paul and family. May God comfort
you and surround you with His love.

Dan and Mary Jo McNamara - December 31, 2018 at 11:30 AM
Ellen had such a beautiful spirit and was woman of strong faith
evidenced by her servants heart. | wish that | was blessed to have
known her longer. My prayers for strength and grace go out to Paul

and her family.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful
servants. Psalm 116:15

Chris Salerno - December 30, 2018 at 09:32 PM
Prayers for peace and comfort for Paul, Joel, Monica and
family/friends.

Tanya (Dean) Mcllravy - December 30, 2018 at 08:21 PM
Our heartfelt and deepest sympathy to Pastor Paul and the entire
Skatrud-Mickelson family. We lift you up in our prayers!

Meldon & Linda - December 30, 2018 at 07:53 PM



