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Obituary of Doris Bleakley 
 

Doris McLeod Bleakley passed away March 16, 2011 in Leesburg surrounded
by her family. She was born in Camden, S.C. to Sheriff John Henry McLeod
and Sheriff Maggie Kelly McLeod on August 17, 1923, the youngest of six
siblings. She is survived by her beloved husband Robert(Bob), sons Robert,
Jr. and McLeod, daughter Sarah Margaret, four grandsons, a granddaughter
and a great-granddaughter. She was predeceased by another grandson, Will
Bleakley. Doris graduated from Camden High School where she was on the
tennis team and the basketball team, and served as captain of the state girls
basketball team, where she was a "hot shot." She attended Winthrop College
and the University of South Carolina. Doris & Bob were married on June 7,
1945. She lived in Palatka during the 1950s and 60s for 12 years where she
was chair of the Daughters of the King at St. Mark's Episcopal Church. She
had lived in Leesburg for 41 years. While raising her kids, she became an avid
golfer, won several club championship at the Palatka Golf & Country Club and
was champion 13 times at Silver Lake Golf & Country Club. She served as
President of the Women's Golf Association at both clubs. Her golf career
included seven holes in one! Doris volunteered as the girls' golf coach at
Leesburg High School. She was also a seamstress and a gardener, growing
more than 25 rose bushes of the "Hybrid Tea" variety. "Miss Doris" will be
remembered by many Lake Countians as a tap dancer and instructor at



Katherine Knight's School of Dance for 15 years. She enjoyed traveling with
her buddies and family and held summer camp annually for her grandkids
when they were young. She became accomplished at Nintendo video games,
challenging her grandchildren to beat her. She loved going to Crescent Beach
in the summer and cooking fried chicken and biscuits on Sundays. She was
also a photographer and bird fancier. In her middle age, she had volunteered
at Mayfield's Retirement Center, where she subsequently spent the last few
months of her life as a resident. Her friends talk of her graciousness more
than anything else. 

 

Services 
 

A gathering of family and friends will be held at Beyers Funeral Home on
Saturday, March 19 from 4-6PM with a time for sharing at 6:00 PM.
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Alice Cooper - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Sarah, Know that you and your family are in my thoughts and
prayers as this sad time. Lean on each other, share the
memories,and always remember the love your Mother had for each
of you. Prayers, Alice Cooper Palatka, Fla.

Tim and Kay Brant - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Our condolences to the Bleakley's (Bob and Betty, your father and
family.) I read your mother's obit and it's obvious your mother was
really special and we know you will miss her.

Paul & Charlotte Guimond - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

We are very sorry for your loss.

The Beckwith Family - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

We have only known Doris for 10 years but we have all come to
love her. She will be greatly missed by us all.
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Al and Norma Kelley - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I was glad to get to see Doris and talk to her at the store a couple
weeks ago. We remember her lovely attitude and mild manners. We
re- member so many fine tournaments she won and her great
competative nature. It was always good to see her and talk to her at
Silver Lake CC. She will be missed Our thoughs and prayers are
with you. Love, Al and Norma

John Hewett - Charlotte, NC - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear of your loss. You and your family are in our
prayers.

Paul & Charlotte Guimond - October 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

We are very sorry for your loss. Paul & Charlotte Guimond


