
Barry Wilson Vaughan
December 13, 1921 - August 31, 2019

GRACE BARRY WILSON VAUGHAN, WHOSE HEALTH WAS FAILING
OVER THE PAST YEAR, QUIETLY PASSED AWAY ON AUGUST 31ST,
2019, AT THE AGE OF 97, AT THE LAKE HARRIS HEALTH CENTER IN
LEESBURG, FLORIDA. SHE WAS PREDECEASED BY HER LOVING
HUSBAND, ROBERT EDWARD VAUGHAN, BUT IS SURVIVED BY MANY
LOVING NIECES AND NEPHEWS. 

 

BARRY WAS BORN IN NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA, ON DECEMBER 13,
1921, BUT WAS RAISED AND EDUCATED IN THE PHILADELPHIA, PA,
AREA, WHERE SHE GRADUATED FROM THE PHILADELPHIA HIGH
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS IN 1939. SHE ATTENDED THE WEST CHESTER
STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE AND GRADUATED IN 1943 WITH A B. S.
DEGREE IN MUSIC AND ENGLISH, WHICH EVENTUALLY BECAME HER
LIFELONG CAREER. 

 

BARRY'S FIRST TEACHING ASSIGNMENT, AS A CHORAL MUSIC
TEACHER, WAS AT GLENSIDE-WELDON JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL IN
ABINGTON TWP, PA. (1943-1945) SHE BEGAN TEACHING IN THE
CHESTER SCHOOL DISTRICT IN 1946. SHE TAUGHT AT MARTIN,
JEFFERIS, AND WETHERILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS FOR 18 YEARS.
(1946-1964) TO ASSIST THE CAREER OF HER HUSBAND, BOB, WHO
WAS THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND FINE ARTS FOR THE CHESTER



SCHOOLS, BARRY FREQUENTLY SANG PROFESSIONALLY AT
CHURCHES, LOCAL SERVICE CLUBS SUCH AS KIWANIS, ROTARY, AND
WOMEN'S CLUBS ALL OVER THE DELAWARE VALLEY. 

DURING THIS TIME PERIOD, BARRY STUDIED AND EARNED HER
MASTERS DEGREE IN EDUCATION FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA IN 1967. HER MAJOR WAS GUIDANCE AND
COUNSELING, WHICH AIDED HER IN FOCUSING ON HELPING
STUDENTS REALIZE THEIR TRUE POTENTIAL. HER POST GRADUATE
WORK IN MUSIC WAS ACCOMPLISHED AT PEABODY'S IN BALTIMORE,
MD, WHERE SHE LEARNED A NEW TEACHING TECHNIQUE. THIS
APPROACH, BY KODALY, WAS A NEW CONCEPT USING SYLLABLES
AND HAND SIGNALS TO AID STUDENTS TO SING ON PITCH. WHILE SHE
WAS TEACHING AT WEST CHESTER STATE COLLEGE FROM 1966-1968
AS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, THE KODALY METHOD WAS
INTRODUCED TO HER GRADUATE STUDENTS. 

 

BARRY CONTINUED TO STUDY VOICE FROM SOME PROMINENT VOICE
TEACHERS AND COACHES IN PHILADELPHIA. SHE LEFT A LEGACY OF
TEACHING YOUNG CHILDREN TO ENJOY MUSIC AS THEY LEARNED. 

 

BARRY EVENTUALLY TRANSFERRED HER TEACHING DUTIES TO HER
HOMETOWN OF HAVERFORD TOWNSHIP, WHERE SHE TAUGHT MUSIC,
BEFORE SPENDING THE LAST 10 YEARS OF HER CAREER AS A
GUIDANCE COUNSELOR AT HAVERFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL. SHE
RETIRED IN 1977. 

 

DURING HER LIFETIME, BARRY WAS INTERESTED IN HER
COMMUNITIES AND SERVED THEM IN MANY DIFFERENT CAPACITIES.
AS A YOUNG TEACHER, SHE WAS A SENIOR GIRL SCOUT LEADER AND
AN EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER IN DELAWARE COUNTY. SHE WAS A



YOUTH CHOIR DIRECTOR IN CHESTER AND SANG IN CHURCH CHOIRS
FOR OVER 50 YEARS AS A MEMBER AND SOLOIST. SHE WAS A
REGENT OF HER DAR CHAPTER, PRESIDENT OF THE LLANERCH
WOMAN'S CLUB, SERVED ON THE BOARD OF THE DELAWARE CO.
FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS, WAS A VOLUNTEER AT THE LOCAL
NURSING HOME, AND FORMER MEMBER OF THE EASTERN STAR. SHE
FOUND TIME TO GIVE PRIVATE VOCAL LESSONS TO A FEW OF HER
STUDENTS INCLUDING HER FORMER CHESTERITE, HELENE JOSEPH,
WHO EVENTUALLY SANG ALL OVER EUROPE AND WITH THE
METROPOLITAN OPERA CO. IN NEW YORK. 

 

AS A RETIREE, BARRY JOINED THE SUNSHINE SINGERS. THEY
TRAVELED THE DELAWARE VALLEY ENTERTAINING AT CIVIC CLUBS,
CHURCHES, AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS. IN 1983, WHILE RONALD
REAGAN WAS PRESIDENT, THEY WERE INVITED TO ENTERTAIN AT THE
WHITE HOUSE WHERE THEY SANG AND MET BOTH THE PRESIDENT
AND VICE PRESIDENT, GEORGE BUSH. 

 

BARRY AND BOB CONTINUED TO TRAVEL EXTENSIVELY IN THE U.S.
AND CANADA UNTIL THEY DECIDED TO MOVE TO FLORIDA IN 1997,
WHERE THEY RESIDED AT THE PLANTATION OF LEESBURG. IN
DECEMBER OF 2003, DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS, THEY MOVED INTO
A LOVELY SENIOR RESIDENCE AT LAKE PORT SQUARE. THERE, BOB
PASSED AWAY IN 2015, AND BARRY REMAINED WITH THE LPS
COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPATED IN MANY ACTIVITIES SUCH AS WATER
AEROBICS, LINE DANCING, THE READING CLUB, AND BEING "QUEEN
MUM" OF THE LAKE PORT RED HAT SOCIETY, UNTIL HER PASSING. 

 

AS BARRY REQUESTED, SHE WAS CREMATED. BOTH BARRY AND BOB
WILL BE BURIED IN THE OLD FAMILY PLOT BEHIND ST. MARK'S



EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN HONEY BROOK, PENNSYLVANIA.


